
 
 

September 1, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Heavenly Father, the Covid-19 pandemic has turned our lives upside 
down.  Some days it seems as if there isn’t an end in sight.  But help us to 
remember that the “normal” we long for isn’t necessarily something we should 
be quick to repeat.  Lord, help us to remember to be open to helping others 
who are down on their luck.  May we remain strong and courageous, 
understanding and patient.  May these qualities stay with us long after the 
pandemic has passed.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 4:31-37 
 
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee. 
 

He taught them on the sabbath, and they were astonished at his teaching 
because he spoke with authority. 
 

In the synagogue there was a man with the spirit of an unclean demon, and 
he cried out in a loud voice, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
 

Have you come to destroy us? 
 

I know who you are–the Holy One of God!” 
 

Jesus rebuked him and said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” 
 

Then the demon threw the man down in front of them and came out of him 
without doing him any harm. 
 

They were all amazed and said to one another, “What is there about his word? 
 

For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out.” 
 

And news of him spread everywhere in the surrounding region. 



 
 

September 2, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
God of love, today I give thanks to You for all the blessings You have bestowed 
upon me.  Let me never forget that all I have and all I am is because of 
You.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 4:38-44 
 
After Jesus left the synagogue, he entered the house of Simon. 
 

Simon’s mother-in-law was afflicted with a severe fever, and they interceded 
with him about her. 
 

He stood over her, rebuked the fever, and it left her. 
 

She got up immediately and waited on them. 
 

At sunset, all who had people sick with various diseases brought them to Him. 
 

He laid his hands on each of them and cured them. 
 

And demons also came out from many, shouting, “You are the Son of God.” 
 

But he rebuked them and did not allow them to speak because they knew that 
he was the Christ. 
 

At daybreak, Jesus left and went to a deserted place. 
 

The crowds went looking for him, and when they came to him, they tried to 
prevent him from leaving them. 
 

But he said to them, “To the other towns also I must proclaim the good news 
of the Kingdom of God, because for this purpose I have been sent.” 
 

And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 



 
 

September 3, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Thank You, Lord, for the companionship of pets.  These gentle creatures give 
so much to us and ask nothing in return.  Keep these faithful companions 
safe.  Bless also those animals who do not have a home.  May they one day be 
treasured and cherished by a family of their own.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 5:1-11 
 
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he 
was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 
He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked 
and were washing their nets. 
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put 
out a short distance from the shore. 
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch.” 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught 
nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets 
were tearing. 
They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them.  
They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking. 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those 
with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners of Simon. 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
men.” 
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed 
him.   



 
 

September 4, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Good and loving God, forgive my sins.  Help me break sinful habits that chip 
away at my relationship with You.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 5:33-39 
 
The scribes and Pharisees said to Jesus, “The disciples of John the Baptist 
fast often and offer prayers, and the disciples of the Pharisees do the same; 
but yours eat and drink.” 
 

Jesus answered them, “Can you make the wedding guests fast 
while the bridegroom is with them? 
 

But the days will come, and when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
then they will fast in those days.” 
 

And he also told them a parable. 
 

“No one tears a piece from a new cloak to patch an old one. 
 

Otherwise, he will tear the new and the piece from it will not match the old 
cloak. 
 

Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wine skins. 
 

Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, and it will be spilled, and the 
skins will be ruined. 
 

Rather, new wine must be poured into fresh wine skins. 
 

And no one who has been drinking old wine desires new, for he says, ‘The old 
is good.’” 
 
 



 
 

September 5, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
 
Caring Lord, You blessed us with a beautiful example of holiness, Mother 
Teresa.  She followed in Your footsteps by caring for the poor and dying.  She 
taught the world by her actions, and her memory continues to inspire 
us.  Help all of us, Lord, to follow where she has led – help us to tend to Your 
flock, seeing Your face in every person we meet.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:1-5 
 
While Jesus was going through a field of grain on a Sabbath, his disciples 
were picking the heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating 
them. 
 
Some Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?” 
 
Jesus said to them in reply, “Have you not read what David did 
when he and those who were with him were hungry? 
 
How he went into the house of God, took the bread of offering, which only the 
priests could lawfully eat, ate of it, and shared it with his companions?” 
 
Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 6, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Lord, I want to spend more time in prayer with You.  It can be too easy to fall 
into a “lazy” prayer routine.  Help me to spend my quiet moments with 
You.  Ease my worries, calm my mind and let me hear Your voice.  Amen.   
 

 
 
 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault between you and him alone. 
 

If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. 
 

If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every fact 
may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 
 

If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.  
 

If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a 
Gentile or a tax collector. 
 

Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
 

Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my 
heavenly Father.  
 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” 
 
 



 
 

September 6, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Labor Day 
 
We pray, Lord, on this Labor Day, not only for all workers, but also for those 
who struggle to find a job.  Watch over those who work long hours for very 
little compensation.  Bless those who have lost their jobs because of Covid-
19.  May there be greater justice for all who want and need to work.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:6-11 
 
On a certain Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and taught, and there 
was a man there whose right hand was withered. 
 

The scribes and the Pharisees watched him closely to see if he would cure on 
the Sabbath so that they might discover a reason to accuse him. 
 

But he realized their intentions and said to the man with the withered hand, 
“Come up and stand before us.” 
 

And he rose and stood there. 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath 
rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?” 
 

Looking around at them all, he then said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” 
 

He did so and his hand was restored. 
 

But they became enraged and discussed together what they might do to 
Jesus. 
 



 
 

September 8, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Birth of Mary 
 
Lord, as we celebrate the birth of Your mother, Mary, we recall that she lived 
her life in humble submission to Your Father’s will.  May we do likewise as we 
make our journey of faith this day.  Keep us always faithful to You, and ready 
to respond to Your call.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 1:18-23 
 
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
 

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 
 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose 
her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. 
 

Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife into your home. 
 

For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. 
 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 
 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 
 



 
 

September 9, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Bless the children of our world, especially those living in dangerous or 
frightening situations.  Help the children who feel as if they are loved by no 
one – may they come to know Your love and be comforted by it.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:20-26 
 
Raising his eyes toward his disciples Jesus said: “Blessed are you who are 
poor, for the Kingdom of God is yours. 
 

Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied. 
 

Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh. 
 

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, 
and denounce your name as evil on account of the Son of Man. 
 

Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! 
 

Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. 
   

For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way. But woe to you who 
are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
 

But woe to you who are filled now, for you will be hungry. 
 

Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. 
 

Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false 
prophets in this way.” 
 
 



 
 

September 10, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Give me patience, Lord.  I can easily grow impatient when things don’t go my 
way, but I need to remember that life is not a race.  Help me to take the time 
each day to appreciate Your gifts.  Amen.   
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:27-3 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as well, and from 
the person who takes your cloak, do not withhold even your tunic. 
Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one who takes what is yours do 
not demand it back. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
For if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners love those who love them. 
And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners do the same. 
If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that 
to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the same amount. 
But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend expecting nothing 
back; then your reward will be great and you will be children of the Most High, 
for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 
Be merciful, just as also your Father is merciful. “Stop judging and you will not 
be judged. 
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive and you will be forgiven. 
Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken 
down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap. 
For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to you.” 

 



 
 

September 11, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Heavenly Father, we will never forget the lives that were lost on September 11, 
2001.  But we will also never forget what we gained: greater respect for each 
other, for our nation and for the loved ones who bless us every day.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:39-42 
 
Jesus told his disciples a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? 
 
Will not both fall into a pit? 
 
No disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple 
will be like his teacher. 
 
Why do you notice the splinter in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the 
wooden beam in your own? 
 
How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in your 
eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden beam in your own eye? 
 
You hypocrite!  Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see 
clearly to remove the splinter in your brother’s eye.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 12, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Through prayer and reflection, Lord, show me what You want me to do 
today.  Then guide me to follow Your will, rather than my own desires.  Amen.   
 

 
 
 
Luke 6:43-49 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a 
rotten tree bear good fruit. 
 

For every tree is known by its own fruit. 
 

For people do not pick figs from thorn bushes, nor do they gather grapes from 
brambles. 
 

A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an 
evil person out of a store of evil produces evil; for from the fullness of the heart 
the mouth speaks. 
 

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I command? 
 

I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, listens to my words, 
and acts on them. 
 

That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the 
foundation on rock; when the flood came, the river burst against that house 
but could not shake it because it had been well built. 
 

But the one who listens and does not act is like a person who built a house on 
the ground without a foundation. 
 

When the river burst against it, it collapsed at once and was completely 
destroyed.”  
 



 
 

September 13, 2020 
 

 

Daily Prayer - Grandparent’s Day 
 
Today – Grandparent’s Day – we pray for the intercession of St. Anne, the 

grandmother of Jesus. 
 

Saint Anne, you were truly blessed to have Mary as your daughter and Jesus as 
your grandson.  Your guidance helped shape them into the loving people they grew 
to be.  I ask for your holy intercession as I pray for all grandparents.  Comfort those 
who are denied a relationship with their grandchildren and give strength to 
grandparents who find themselves with unending responsibilities.  May all 
grandparents realize and value the children in their lives.  Amen.  

 

 
 
 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how 
often must I forgive?  As many as seven times?”  
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. 
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle 
accounts with his servants.  When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought 

before him who owed him a huge amount.  Since he had no way of paying it back, 

his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his 
property, in payment of the debt. 
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I 
will pay you back in full.’  Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him 
go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a much smaller amount.  He seized him and started to 

choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’  Falling to his knees, his fellow 
servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’  But he refused.  
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt.  Now 

when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and 
went to their master and reported the whole affair.  His master summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  I forgave you your entire debt because you begged 

me to.  Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’  
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back 
the whole debt.  So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives 
your brother from your heart.  



 
 

September 14, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer  
 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 
Almighty God, on this special day we remember that the Cross is the universal 
image of Christian belief.  Of the Cross, Theodore of Studios said, "How 
splendid the Cross of Christ!  It brings life, not death; light, not darkness; 
paradise, not its loss.  It is the wood on which the Lord, like a great warrior, 
was wounded in hands and feet and side, but healed thereby our wounds.  A 
tree has destroyed us; a tree now brought us life.”  Help us to remember the 
importance of this powerful symbol of our redemption.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 3:13-17 
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “No one has gone up to heaven except the one who 
has come down from heaven, the Son of Man. 
 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. 
 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through him. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 15, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
 
O most holy Virgin, Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, you experienced 
overwhelming grief when you witnessed the crucifixion and death of your 
divine Son.  Look upon me with eyes of compassion, and awaken in my heart 
an awareness of the sorrows of others.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 19:25-27 
 
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved he said to 
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” 
 
Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” 
 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 16, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, I pray for peace among Your people.  We can be so quick to judge others 
for superficial reasons, never taking the time to get to know them.  We turn to 
aggression and violence before trying to simply communicate peacefully.  Our 
hearts are often filled with anger and bitterness rather than love and 
forgiveness.  Give us strength, Lord.  Help us to look past age, skin color, 
education and wealth.  Help us open our hearts to others.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 7:31-35 
 
Jesus said to the crowds: “To what shall I compare the people of this 
generation? 
 

What are they like? 
 

They are like children who sit in the marketplace and call to one another, ‘We 
played the flute for you, but you did not dance. 
 

We sang a dirge, but you did not weep.’ 
 

For John the Baptist came neither eating food nor drinking wine, and you 
said, ‘He is possessed by a demon.’ 
 

The Son of Man came eating and drinking and you said, ‘Look, he is a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
 

But wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 17, 2020 
 

 
Daily Prayer 
 

Be with those who are lonely, Lord.  I pray that they experience the joy of Your 

Company as well as the company of those around them.  Give them strength and 
hope.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Luke 7:36-50 
 
A certain Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him, and he entered the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at table. 

Now there was a sinful woman in the city who learned that he was at table in the 

house of the Pharisee. 
Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she stood behind him at his feet weeping 
and began to bathe his feet with her tears. 
Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with the 
ointment. 

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this he said to himself, “If this man was 
a prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him 
that she is a sinner.” 
Jesus said to him in reply, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two people were in debt to a certain creditor; one owed 
five hundred days’ wages and the other owed fifty. 

Since they were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. 
Which of them will love him more?” 
Simon said in reply, “The one, I suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven.” 
He said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 
Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? 
When I entered your house, you did not give me water for my feet, but she has 

bathed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
You did not give me a kiss, but she has not ceased kissing my feet since the time I 

entered. 
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed my feet with ointment. 
So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown great love. 
But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 

He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
The others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
But he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 



 
 

September 18, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father, today I pray for all those impacted by the effects of Covid-19.  Be with 
us as we navigate these troubling times.  Give us hope.  Give us peace.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 8:1-3 
 
Jesus journeyed from one town and village to another, preaching and 
proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Accompanying him were the Twelve and some women who had been cured of 
evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons 
had gone out, Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, and many 
others who provided for them out of their resource. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 19, 2020 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, persons with disabilities are often overlooked and ignored in our 
society.  Help them to receive the proper love and support they need in order 
to live full and dignified lives.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 8:4-15 
 
When a large crowd gathered, with people from one town after another journeying to 

Jesus, he spoke in a parable. 
“A sower went out to sow his seed. 
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path and was trampled, and the birds of the 

sky ate it up. 
Some seed fell on rocky ground, and when it grew, it withered for lack of moisture. 
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it. 
And some seed fell on good soil, and when it grew, it produced fruit a hundredfold.” 
After saying this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear ought to hear.” 
Then his disciples asked him what the meaning of this parable might be. 

He answered, “Knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God has been granted 
to you; but to the rest, they are made known through parables so that they may look 
but not see, and hear but not understand. 
“This is the meaning of the parable. 
The seed is the word of God. 
Those on the path are the ones who have heard, but the Devil comes and takes away 

the word from their hearts that they may not believe and be saved. 
Those on rocky ground are the ones, who, when they hear, receive the word with joy, 
but they have no root; they believe only for a time and fall away in time of 
temptation. 

As for the seed that fell among thorns, they are the ones who have heard, but as 
they go along, they are choked by the anxieties and riches and pleasures of life, and 

they fail to produce mature fruit. 
But as for the seed that fell on rich soil, they are the ones who, when they have 
heard the word, embrace it with a generous and good heart, and bear fruit through 
perseverance.” 



 
 

September 20, 2020 
 

 

Daily Prayer 

 

Father, St. Eugene De Mazenod found a special ministry in serving prisoners.  Today 

I continue that ministry through my prayers.  May prisoners find redemption and 
the strength to rebuild their lives by becoming productive members of 

society.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 

Matthew 20:1-16A 

 
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. 

After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 

Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, and I will give you 
what is just.’ 
So they went off. 
And he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did likewise. 
Going out about five o’clock, the landowner found others standing around, and said 

to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ 
When those who had started about five o’clock came, each received the usual daily 

wage.  
So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each of them 
also got the usual wage. 
And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s 
burden and the heat.’ 

He said to one of them in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. 

Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what is yours and go. 
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? 
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? 
Are you envious because I am generous?’ 
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 



 
 

September 21, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Saint Matthew 
 
God of Mercy, You chose a tax collector, St. Matthew, to share the dignity of 
the apostles.  By his example and prayers, help us to follow Christ and remain 
faithful in Your service.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 9:9-13 
 
As Jesus passed by, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the customs 
post. 
 

He said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

And he got up and followed him. 
 

While he was at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and sat with Jesus and his disciples. 
 

The Pharisees saw this and said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 
 

He heard this and said, “Those who are well do not need a physician, but the 
sick do. 
 

Go and learn the meaning of the words, I desire mercy, not sacrifice. 
 

I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 22, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
First Day of Autumn 
 
God of Autumn, just as the trees shed their leaves, so we, too, experience 
moments of surrender.  Like the trees that let go of their leaves, help us to let 
go of the past and begin anew.  May this autumn bring relief, renewal and 
rejuvenation.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 8:19-21 
 
The mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but were unable to join 
him because of the crowd. 
 
He was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside and they 
wish to see you.” 
 
He said to them in reply, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the 
word of God and act on it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 23, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Today, Lord, I pray for all married couples.  May those who have joined 
together in matrimony celebrate their connection each and every day.  When 
they struggle, give them open and understanding hearts.  May they live each 
day helping one another grow closer to You.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:1-6 
 
Jesus summoned the Twelve and gave them power and authority over all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them to proclaim the Kingdom of 
God and to heal the sick. 
 
He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, both walking stick, nor sack, 
nor food, nor money, and let no one take a second tunic. 
 
Whatever house you enter, stay there and leave from there. 
 
And as for those who do not welcome you, when you leave that town, shake 
the dust from your feet in testimony against them.” 
 
Then they set out and went from village to village proclaiming the Good News 
and curing diseases everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 24, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Almighty God, teach us to love and respect one another.  Help us to extend a 
helping hand rather than pushing others away.  Give us the courage to stand 
up for what is right, and be with us when our morals are challenged.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:7-9 
 
Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was greatly 
perplexed because some were saying, “John has been raised from the dead”; 
others were saying, “Elijah has appeared”; still others, “One of the ancient 
prophets has arisen.” 
 
But Herod said, “John I beheaded. 
 
Who then is this about whom I hear such things?” 
 
And he kept trying to see him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 25, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
One simple act of kindness can brighten someone’s world.  Father of love, help 
me to inspire others.  Let me be an instrument of peace so I can share Your 
goodness with the world.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:18-22 
 
Once when Jesus was praying in solitude, and the disciples were with him, he 
asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 
 
They said in reply, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others, ‘One of the 
ancient prophets has arisen.’” 
 
Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
 
Peter said in reply, “The Christ of God.” 
 
He rebuked them and directed them not to tell this to anyone. 
 
He said, “The Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 26, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Life can be overwhelming, Lord.  Most of us work day in and day out, rarely 
taking the time for a peaceful break.  Fill us with Your calming love and help 
us to enjoy each day as the gift You meant it to be.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:43B-45 
 
While they were all amazed at his every deed, Jesus said to his disciples, “Pay 
attention to what I am telling you. 
 
The Son of Man is to be handed over to men.” 
 
But they did not understand this saying; its meaning was hidden from them 
so that they should not understand it, and they were afraid to ask him about 
this saying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Saint Vincent De Paul 
 
Heavenly Father, St. Vincent De Paul was united with You, deeply rooted in 
faith.  He spent his life doing good for others.  Help us to learn from his 
example.  May the patron of charitable societies guide us to walk in his 
footsteps.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: "What is your opinion? 
 

A man had two sons. 
 

He came to the first and said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' 
 

He said in reply, 'I will not,’ but afterwards changed his mind and went. 
 

The man came to the other son and gave the same order. 
 

He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go. 
 

Which of the two did his father's will?" 
 

They answered, "The first." 
 

Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God before you. 
 

When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him; 
but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 
 

Yet even when you saw that, you did not later change your minds and believe 
him." 



 
 

September 28, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, the violence we see on the news each night is disheartening.  We hear of 
so many tragedies and disasters that it is hard to believe there is much good 
left in the world.  When we feel saddened by these stories, help us to 
remember all that is good.  Reporters often present our struggles – may we 
look for the good in every story, even when it is not at first clear to see.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:46-50 
 
An argument arose among the disciples about which of them were the 
greatest.  
 
Jesus realized the intention of their hearts and took a child and placed it by 
his side and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives 
me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. 
 
For the one who is least among all of you is the one who is the greatest.” Then 
John said in reply, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow in our 
company.” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Do not prevent him, for whoever is not against you is for 
you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

September 29, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Saint Michael, Saint Gabriel and Saint Raphael 
 
God our Father, in a wonderful way You guide the work of all 
humankind.  Today we remember the Archangels: St. Michael, St. Gabriel and 
St. Raphael.  May those who serve You constantly in Heaven keep us safe from 
all harm here on earth.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 1:47-51 
 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Here is a true child 
of Israel. 
 

There is no duplicity in him.” 
 

Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” 
 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under 
the fig tree.” 
 

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of 
Israel.” 
 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw 
you under the fig tree? 
 

You will see greater things than this.” 
 

And he said to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
 



 
 

September 30, 2020 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
God of all goodness, I pray today for our world leaders.  May they lead with 
thoughtfulness, faith and understanding.  Help them to make unbiased 
decisions for the greater good of all.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 9:57-62 
 
As Jesus and his disciples were proceeding on their journey, someone said to 
him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
 

Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” 
 

And to another he said, “Follow me.” 
 

But he replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.” 
 

But he answered him, “Let the dead bury their dead. 
 

But you, go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.” 
 

And another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my 
family at home.” 
 

Jesus answered him, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what 
was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God.” 
 


